
 

 
September 28, 2020 

 

To:   Vrej Agajanian, Mayor 
 Danial Brotman, Council Member 
 Paula Devine, Council Member 
 Ardy Kassakhian, Council Member 
 Ara Najarian, Council Member 
 Yasmin Beers, City Manager 
 
Re.:  Glendale Chamber of Commerce Position Opposing the Prohibition of the Sale of Mylar Balloons 

in the City of Glendale 
 
Dear Mayor Agajanian, Councilmembers and City Manager Beers: 
 

 The Board of Directors of the Glendale Chamber of Commerce, in support of member businesses and 
businesses throughout the city, has taken a position opposing the proposed ordinance prohibiting the 
sale of Mylar Balloons in the City of Glendale.   

 
While we understand it is the city’s goal to reduce the negative impact of the release of Mylar Balloons 
(power outages), we do not agree that prohibiting the sale of the balloons is the appropriate way to 
accomplish this goal, especially at this time when businesses continue to struggle through the Pandemic. 
This action will harm a significant number of businesses in Glendale, causing the loss of jobs, the loss of 
local and state sales taxes and more. 
 
Mylar Balloons do not cause the problem of power outages.  People releasing the balloons cause this 
problem.  Prohibiting the sale of the balloons in Glendale will not stop people from purchasing them 
elsewhere and returning with them to Glendale.  The staff report introducing this ordinance specifically 
states that the possession of Mylar Balloons within City limits will not be a violation.     
 
We suggest that the City work with businesses that sell this product to establish requirements for the 
education of consumers, beyond what currently exists, to have them understand they are personally 
responsible for what they do with the balloons, the serious problems that may occur if the balloons are 
released or disposed of incorrectly, and that it is against the law to release them. 
 
Here are a few points from one of our members, LA Balloons, one of the largest sellers and distributors 
of Balloons in Los Angeles County and located here in Glendale: 

• The answer to reducing power outages is to educate the public, not to ban mylar balloons all 
together. 

• At the time of purchase, consumers should be informed to not release balloons and to discard 
balloons properly by either an education card and/or store signage. 

• This is a product that requires personal responsibility, not laws, ordinances, fines, or threats of 
imprisonment. 
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• Balloon retailers and distributors in Glendale have expressed interest in working with the city to 
develop solutions. Even after multiple requests, they have not been contacted by any city 
officials. 

We respectfully request that you oppose this proposed ordinance at this time and work with balloon 
retailers and distributors to find solutions to reducing power outages caused by released balloons 
entangled in power lines. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. 

 

 
 

Judee Kendall 
President-CEO 
GLENDALE CHAMBER of COMMERCE 
 
Cc:  Board of Directors 
       Aram Adjemian, City Clerk 


